Upton in Wall Street Journal op-ed: EPA regulation to curb greenhouse gas emissions "presumes that carbon is a problem in need of regulation. We are not convinced." Carbon rules are "an unconstitutional power grab that will kill millions of jobs."
Upton authored Energy Tax Prevention Act prohibiting the EPA Administrator from regulating greenhouse gasses and repealing mandatory reporting of greenhouse gasses.
(It passed the House but died in the Senate.)
2013 President Obama asserted commitment to address climate change in inaugural address and State of the Union speech.
But effective action to limit warming to 2°C requires a strong international agreement.
Not possible without American leadership; requires not only presidential leadership but also Congressional support.
The Politics of Climate Change: Denial and Government Failure to Act

Ron Kramer Department of Sociology Western Michigan University
• Climate change is the most important moral, social and political issue of our time
• The symbolic use of the concept of crime and criminality concerning climate change
• Crime: a grievous, blameworthy harm
• Refers to the failure of governments to act to mitigate or adapt to climate change
• Climate Change from a Criminological Perspective
Rob White (ed.)
• My chapter focuses on climate change as "state-corporate crime"
• Despite the climate emergency, there has been a monumental failure of the political system to act
• The abject failure of the U.S. government to act to mitigate GHG emissions and the socially organized denial of climate change that shapes that failure can be conceptualized as state corporate crimes.
• A "blameworthy harm"; a "crime of omission"; "negligent state criminality," where the government fails to act affirmatively to prevent unnecessary and premature loss of life • Denial efforts are largely carried out by conservative think tanks funded for the most part by the fossil fuel industry.
• They attempt to obfuscate, misrepresent, manipulate or suppress the results of scientific research.
There are five types of climate change denial argument: 1. Conspiracy theories-Plot to abolish capitalism or "Climategate" emails prove conspiracy 2. Fake Experts-Petitions show there is no consensus or spokespersons with no background in climate science 3. Impossible expectations-Climate models not completely certain 4. Misrepresentations and logical fallacies-The climate has changed in the past, current change is natural variation 5. Cherry-picking-Isolated papers and data are selected while the larger body of evidence is ignored
